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For we know, that if our Farthly Houſe of 
this Tabernacle be diſſolved, we have a 
Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 


/ 


OMPARING the Occaſion of theſe - 
Words with what I find in the Papers left 
by our deceaſed Friend, I don't wonder 
_A they were fo much upon her Mind, and 
fo frequently in her Mouth. Her Tryals were un- - 
common, her Comforts needed to have been ſo too, 
The ordinary Chriſtian, and the greateſt Apoſtles, 
muſt uſe one and the ſame Cordial, under all the 
Troubles of Life. We (as they did) com- : 
pare the light Afliction of this preſent Time, Ch. 4. 17. 
with the Weight of Glory : That, being but 
for a Moment; This, Eternal. We with — 18. 
them look not at the things that are ſeen, but .- 
at the things which are not ſeen: And we alſo conſider 
Death it ſelf, which is a Name of Horror to the reſt 
of the World, as a Revolution ſo much to our Ad- 
- a A 2 Vantage, 
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vantage, that, inſtead of ſinking under the Appre- 
henſions of it, the very Proſpect of it does rather | 
keep us from fainting under our other Labours and | 
. Sufferings, for which Cauſe we faint not, 
Ch. 4. - Us tho? our outward Man periſh 3 for We know { 
— 5. 1. that if our Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle be { 
diſſolved, we hade a Building of God, 86. . 
. d. I neither grudge what my Body can do, nor p 
fear what it can ſuffer, while I am faithful to my 
Work: Becauſe, I know, and am perſwaded, that if » 
this bodily Frame, which is but a Tabernacle ſetup i 4 
for the tranſient Occaſion of my ſojourning here for ] 
a ſhort time, ſhould not only be afflicted, but even } 
diſſclved, and taken to Pieces by Death, whether vi- ; 
. Olent or natural, I have a better Houſe, to which my | 
ſeparate Soul can immediately betake it ſelf, and in 
dye time ſhall have a better Body, to which it ſhall MF , 
be united. Both of them Houſes of Divine Origi- 
nal and Excellence, which ſhall not, as the beſt of » 
Buildings made with Hands, are, be liable to Diſaſter fl 
or Decay; but ſhall be durable as Heaven it ſelf, c. 
eternal in the Heavens, „5 
From the Connexion and Paraphraſe of theſe fc 
Words I would obſerve, 17 
1. Of all the Motives to Diligence in Duty, or Patience il 
in Su fferings, none are of more Force and Influence than th 
thoſe deriv'd from the Compariſon of both Lives and both di 
Worlds. ? h- 
Don't let the proſperous Wicked laugh ſo loud, be- + 
cauſe we have miſt the things tbat are ſeen. You are C 
miſtaken if you think they were the things we looked C 
at, and had our Eye, and Aim, and Heart upon. ye 
Nor let the ſuffering Chriſtian weep ſo much, as if te 
all were loft with what the World could take away ; 
for the Sufferings of thu Life are not worthy to be com- 
par'd with the Glory that ſhall be revealed. Return then 
to thy Re, O my Soul, tho' the World would giye | be 
thee none, ſince I find upon the Compariſon I = "4 
| „ lole 
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loſe nothing by it, tho* my Body it ſelf were to be 
diſſolved, Compare but the Work with the Reward, 
the Suffering with the Glory, the Fight with the 
„ Crown: Compare the Labour with the Reſt, and 
ö the Houſe that may be diſſolved with that for which 
r ſuch a Diſſolution makes way, and you will conclude 
. with the Apoſtle, Wherefore we faint not, tho' our out- 
: ward Man periſh. | | 3 
2. The Aſſurance of this has always given a noble Bold- 
f MW meſs and Courage even to Chriſtians of the tendereſ Make, 
! 
r 
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and whoſe natural Spirit was but weak and feeble, The 
little one ſhall be as David, while he can ſay this, Ve 
know, Cc. we ſhall be ſafe either under Heaven or 
= in it. 
3. Under any fearful Apprehenſions, "tis uſeful to put 
1 I the worſt that _ get iT a * — 2 
the reſt will the better help it ſelf. | 
— The Apoſtle here puts the worſt that could oome, 
f If viz. Death and Diſſolution of the Body; as if he 
C I ſhould ſay, Suppoſe I am kill'd, ſuppoſe my Body 
, | cruſh'd in the Service, what then? Tho” I am diſ- 
ſolved, and this Tabernacle taken down, ſay, what 
follows? Why then, Altbo' f our Earthly Houſe be diſ- 
ſolved, we hade a Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
e Hands. It ſeems, ſhould the worſt come to the worſt, 
the worſt thing that can come to a Chriſtian is imme- 
5 | diately connected with the very beſt thing that God 
has to beſtow in all the Treaſuty of his Promiſes, an 
HFouſe eternal in the Heavens. You can never put the 
© If Caſe ſo but the Advantage will always be on the 
d | Chriſtian's Side, as much as a Building of God is be- 
\. | yond a meer Tabernacle, as an Heavenly Houſe is bet- 
if ier than the Earthly; and that which is Eternal is bet- 
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ter than what may be diſſolved. So much is the Ad- 
vantage, which even the worſt you can fear will 


bring to a Chriſtian. 
In the Words there are, 


I. The Figurative Deſcription of the Body, the 
Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle. 
II. The Death of that Body expreſs'd by Diſſolving | 
the Farthly Houſe, _ | | 
III. The Advantage to the Chriſtian upon ſuch a | 
Diſſolution, a Building of God not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens, Os 
IV. The Chriſtian's Aſſurance of all this, For we | 
know, &. 1 


I. Here is the Figurative Deſcription of the Body, 
the Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle, 
And here there are four things ſaid of it. 
$ 1. That 'tis an Houſe. 3 
1. For the Symmetry and Proportion of all its Parts, and 
the regular Beauty of the hole. . 
The Body of Man is the fineſt Piece of Archite- 
cture in the World, built by God; and ſo much the 
more to the Glory of its Author, as the Materials are 
ſo courſe and vile, and yet the Workmanſhip ſo fine! 
Materiam ſuperabat opus. He made it of Duſt and A- 
ſhes, and laid its Foundations in the ſame: And yet 
we hardly know which to admire moſt, the exquiſite 
Fineneſs of our Compoſition, or the Continuance of 
it in Order ſo long a time; nay, for ever, if it had 
not ſinn'd ; and for almoſt a thouſand Years after Sin 
had undermin'd its Foundations, and ſo leſſening by | 
Degrees to our preſent Standard of Life, 5 
He ſet up the Pillars, as the Anatomiſts call the 
Legs and ſtronger Bones: And as Solomon had done 
before them, in the Deſcription of old Age, The Pillars 
ef the Houſe tremble. He made thoſe Windows which at — 
that time he ſays are darkened to them that look out. He * 
divided the lower, middle, and upper Regions, as it : 
EE | | Were 
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were ſo many Storys in the Building, and overlaid 
the Walls with a Facing of Skin, thro which fo much 


only of the branching Veins are ſeen, and of the 


purple Liquor that flows in them, as to give it a more 
lovely Aſpect than the fineſt Marble. + 72 
Every Part is made in the moſt regular Proportion, 
and put together with the moſt exquiſite Art. Twas 


{ undertaken with an Air of Deliberation and Counſel, 


Let us make Man ; and ſet up by Rule and Compaſs, 


and the whole finiſh'd off exactly to the Model taken 
cut of God's own Book, in which all our Members 


were written. I will praiſe thee, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made : Marvellous are thy Works, and that my 
Soul knows right well, My Subſtance was not hid from 
thee when I was made in ſecret, curiouſly wrought in the 


: loweſt Parts of the Earth, Thine Eyes did ſee my Subſtance 


net being imperfedt, and in thy Book all my Members were 
written, which in continuance were faſhion'd, when as yet 
there was none of them. 

2. Becauſe it is to the Soul, what an Houſe & to the In- 
babitant, 3 1 

The ſeveral Apartments are laid out according as 
they are moſt ſuitable to the ſeveral Faculties and 
Powers of the Soul that dwells in it, its Underſtand- 
ing, Will, Affections and Memory. It loves its 
Dwelling, and is generally unwilling to remove, be- 
cauſe too little acquainted with the Advantage of the 
Change, or elſe afraid of the Conſequence. It ſome- 
times ſtays ſo long as any thing is ſtanding in Order. 
*Tis but a Tenant at Will, and is indeed ſometimes - 
forc'd out at a Minute's Warning: But whether the 
Houſe is taken down, or whether it falls on a ſudden, 
the noble Inhabitant can no more be involv'd in its 
Ruins, than a falling Houſe can oppreſs a Sun-beam, 
and cruſh the Light that it ſpreads into every Room. 


| had =_ —_— VI” FE. 
6 —— 3 ws 


* Pfal. 139. 14——16. © 
t | 3. The 


. 


1 
* 8 . 2 — 4 —— 
— — * 1 
* og 
- — — — — ay) © 8 e — - ” 
— — —᷑ĩ—Y—— — oe + —— — — —— —— - 7 


Feral 


* 8 
L * 15 * 
by . 


* LY 4 


. 
2 
—— 


Sermon. 


— * 


3. The Body is aptly call'd an Houſe, for the Con- 
weniency of its ſeveral Apartments. 5 8 
Tis not a rude Heap but a Building. The firſt 
Structure was without any Imperfection or Inconve- 
nience. The Almighty Artificer ſurvey'd it himſelf, 


and could find no Fault, becauſe he had made none : 


% 
” 


but behold all was very good. Every thing was as it 
ſhould be, which will never be ſaid of it more till it 
is transform'd into a Likeneſs to the glorious Body of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. However, thoſe that have | 
. curiouſly examin'd it, even now, in the Condition 
Sin has left it, the Uſe of its Parts, the Contrivance, 
Situation, and mutual Subſerviency of each to other, 
and of every one to the whole, have been tranſported | 


with their Diſcoverys into Wonder and Praiſe. * 


nance it requires. 


Since Sin came into the World it is become very | 
crazy, tottering and frail, the Inhabitant has much 
Ado ſometimes to keep it up, and is forc'd to lay out 


much upon it to keep it in conſtant repair and tenan- 


table. It muſtſbe propt up by Food, by Bread, which 


is the Staff of Life; fenced with Rayment from the 
Injuries of the Weather, the very Changes of which 


mall ſecretly affect it. It is fortified with Cordials ; 


kept clean by Phyſick from what might annoy it, 
and yet after all, there is no keeping it ſtanding a- 
bovga ſmall Number of Years. If Troubles and Ca- 
lamities, like ſo many Storms and Tempeſts don't o- 


ver-turn it ; if outward Accidents, which are innu- 


merable, or inward Diſtempers, which like ſo many 
Pioneers, are continually working, do not demoliſh 
it; if it be not burnt down by a Fever, or over-flow'd 
by a Dropſy; tis but for ſome Humour to miſs its 
proper Channel, or a few Drops of Blood out of 


— — * 
* 


* Galen's Hymn, and David's Pla). 139. 


4+ Upon account of the neceſſary Repairs and Mainte- 
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their proper Veſſel; tis but for one String to crack a 
by often Uſe, or ſome ſmall Paſſage to be choakt up, 


and it falls all at once by ſudden Death. Theſe are 


the Reaſons of its Compariſon to an Houſe ; But in 
the next Place, | 
$ 2. Tis here ſaid to be an Earthly Houſe. 
1. Becauſe *twas made out of the Earth, God made 
Man of the Duſt of the Earth, * - 
This puts us in Mind of the Frailty of our Make, of 
the Wiſdom of our Maker, and of that Humility that 
becomes ſuch an Original. The firſt Aan Adam was . 


| 1 of the Earth earthly ; not of any of the more durable 


Parts of it neither, ſuch as Wood, Stone, or Marble, 
whoſe Particles are ſtrongly united, and hard to be 
diſſolv'd, but of the Duſt of the Earth, whoſe Parts are 
ealy to be ſeparated, eaſily ſcattered. We dwell in 
Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, cruſhed 


ſooner than a Moth. F 


Indeed the Wiſdom of the Builder is the more con- 
ſpicuous in raifing ſo noble a Structure out of ſuch 
courſe Materials. A dead Carkaſs proves that no- 
thing is more vile and intolerable than the Stuff we 
are made of, and yet a living Beauty proves that no- 
thing is more amiable than the Workmanſhip it ſelf. 
How lovely then muſt the Author himſelf be, who, 
by imparting ſo little a Portion of the Shadow on- 
ly of his Image, as the greateſt Beauty in the World 
amounts to, can give ſuch a Form even to what we 
are uſed to tread under our Feet, nay, to what we do 


even avoid treading upon wich loathing Abhorrence. 


"Tis obſerv'd, that the Magicians of Egypt could not 
ſo much as make one of the Lice out of the Duſt of 
the Earth, tho* they had the Devil to help them; and 
yet.out of the ſame Duſt has God framed ſo lovely a 
Creature as Man, There's a double Vanity which 
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this Conſideration will he'p' to correct; the Pride of 
Beauty, and the Pride of Extraction and Deſcent. When | 
the lovely Form beholds itſelf in the Glaſs, or the 
well born, as we call them, ſwell; and value them- 
ſelves wonderfully upon their Families, they muſt | 
certainly uſe ſome Trick with themſelves, to keep | 
off the Remembrance of the Vileneſs of the Materi- | 
als they conſiſt of, and of the Baſeneſs of that Duft 
and Aſhes which is their andoubted Original: This 
would expoſe them to their own Contempt, and 
bring down their towering Mind, as the throwing * 
alittle Duſt is ſaid to tame and fetch down tumul- 
tuating Bees. Alas! don't I know, that the Ground | 
of this fine Picture is the ſame with the Dunghill? 
and its Form is only a Mixture of Colours and Shades, 
laid on by the Divine Pencil; and as for my Ance- 
ſtors they were all of the ſame Stuff. Don't I know | 
whence they were, and what they now are ? The | 
Preferences and Diſtinctions which Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms have given, ate they not foreign to the intrin- 
ſic Characters of Perſons 2 Don't we know that they 
are but Agreements of People among themſelves? 
and let them enjoy this, to whom it belongs; but 
then, let them remember, that Cuſtoms and Agree- 
ments change not the Nature of things: Theſe Ad- ;, 
vantages carry no real Excellence in them. I muſt F 
add to them my own Perſonal Virtue, Wiſdom and if 
. Goodneſs. To be proud and vain, to be haughty WY 7 
and diſdainful, can never ceaſe to be odious to God MF 
or Man, upon the Score of a great Title. Dirty 50 
Water may come thro' a Marble Fountain, which, 5 
tho it be never fo curiouſly wrought, tis dirty ſtill, A 
and viler than the clear and wholſom Spring, that 
only runs thro' a wooden Pipe. Let them remember, 
that the Anceſtors they boaſt of, and the Worms that 
crawl upon the Earth, are of the ſame Family; and 
the biggeſt of chem muſt ſay to the Worm, thou art my 
Siſter, only the Worms are the elder Branch, _ 
8 | = 
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God made every creeping thing out of the Earth before 
he made Man, ſo little is meer Priority of Exiſtence - 
to be accounted of. Let not the Mean be ſo inſolent 
to their Betters ; let not the Noble be vain, but place 
the beſt part of their Nobility in being above the 
= Meanneſs of growing vain, upon account of that 
Blood which all the Heraldry in the World can ne- 
ver raiſe above the Character of Duſt and Aſhes. It 
was of Princes themſelves that David ſays, Their 
Breath alſo, as well as that of others, goeth forth, and 
they return to their Earth. * | 

2. An Earthly Houſe, &. Becauſe it is ſuftain'd - 
vy the Earth, and by what comes out of the Earth. 

All our Food comes out of the Earth, whether we 
eat the Fleſh of Beaſts, or the Herb of the Ground. 
He cauſeth the Graſs to grow for the Cattle, and the Herb 
for the Service of Man, that he may bring forth Food out of 
the Earth, We are then but fellow-Commoners with - 
the Beaſts: They and we ſometimes feed off the ſame 
Spot of Earth, and are made of and,ſfuſtained by the 
fame Materials. Graſs for the Cattle, and Corn for 
Man; all is but Earth, diverſly modified and form'd.+ 

3. Earthly, &c. Denominated from the Place of its 
Abode and Converſe, to which it belongs, and into which 
it ſhall be reſolved. . 

It belongs to the Earth by its Relation to it. Earth 
has a Claim upon it, by Virtue of that Sentence, 
Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt thou (halt return.|| You are 
made of the ſame Stuff you tread upon, and upon 
your Diſſolution drop into it again; for then the 
Duff returns to its Duſt, and the Spirit to God that gave it. 
All we that are above Ground now, Earth waits for 
us; it opens to fetch us under. The Graves are ready 
ws for us, and inthe Compaſs of a little while there will 
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be no more to be ſeen of us than of the Shower that 
fell laſt Year, which the Earth has long ſince il 
drunk up. - „ ; 
4. Earthly, Cc. In oppoſition to that Heavenly Houſe | 
which is to ſucceed it, into which the Soul is firſt to paſs, 
and into which the Body it ſelf is hereafter to be form d. 
Vile as our preſent Bodies are, they are capable of 
high Improvement. He ſhall change theſe vile Bodies, 
and make them like to his own glorious Body; the Oppos- | 
ſition between vile and glorious beautifies the Thought, | 
and repreſents that mighty working Power whereby he | 
makes ſuch a Change, ſo much the more wonderful, 
as tis à greater thing to give the Glory of Heaven | 
to Duſt and Aſhes, than to give that Duſt the firſt 
Form of a Man. When any thing diminutive is ſaid 
of the Body, tis to be underſtood, not of the Work- p 
manſhip, which is divinely Excelling, but of the Wir 
Materials, or in compariſon with what God once had b 
made it, or with Reſpect to what Sin has now made 5 
it, or in oppoſition to that which Glory ſhall hereat- Mic 
ter make it, Tis vile in compariſon of what it has | 
been, vile in compariſon of what it ſhall be. Fleſh Wh 
and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, till the MT 
Reſurrection has put it into a fit Condition for it: MH 
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It is ſown an Earthly, tis rais d an Heavenly Body. le 
$3. 'Tis the Houſe of this Tabernacle, or moveable V 
Scene. | Ar 


This Metaphor is apply'd to the Body of Man by Noi 
all manner of Writers. 1 Whether it be taken from or 
the Stage, where the Scene is uſed, and frequently, Ito 
eaſily, and ſuddenly ſhifred ; where Mankind is Ina 
repreſented acting their ſeveral Parts, and when they . 


— 
— 


* Oixla qu oxives quomodo Fons Timavi, Oppidum Antio- 
chiæ, Amnis Eridani, Arbor Fici, Nu], , ſo the Body of 
Peath, (i. e.) dying Body. 

+ Hebreis Corpus 3 id Grace dicitur c2h⁰ e-, ut Sap. 
9. 15. & apud Pythagoricos, aut oxyrou ut alibi Grot, in 
2 Pet. 1. 13. | FS 
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t have done, the Scene is removed and changed, and 
e he is no longer a Captain, a Prince, or a Beggar, 
who for a little while repreſented either of them; 
ſe but the Scene cloſes, and all Actors are thrown back 
5, into their original Character, and are no more what 
they repreſented. | 
of Or from the Fewiſb Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs, - 
's, which was a moving Temple, taken down and put 
o- © up according to the Journeys of the Hoſt, only to 
it, i laſt for a little Time, and to be changed from an 
ne Houſe cover'd with Skins, to a Cedar Building co- 
al, ver'd with Gold; from a meaner Tent to a glorious 
en Temple, as our Bodies ſhall be: Or whether it be 


rſt ¶ taken from a Soldier's Tent, or a Shepherd's or Traveller's, 
id WM to all which this Word is very often apply'd, the Com- 
k- pariſon ſuits in all of them; becauſe the Body is a 
he Ml ſmall, weak, and feeble Structure, ſoon overthrown 
ad by Violence, or taken down. Mine Age is removed 
ide from me as a Shepherd's Tent, Iſa. 38. 12. that is, 
af- ſoon ſet up and taken down. oo 
has It ſuppoſes the Sojourner at ſome Diſtance from 
leſh his Houſe and Home. No one would dwell in a 
the Tent or Tabernacle, that was at Home in his own 


it; Y Houſe or City. Soldiers, Shepherds, and Travel- 
lers, are glad of meaner Accommodations, till their 
able Warfare is accompliſh'd, and their Journey finiſh'd ; 
and therefore they are repreſented as deſirous to be 
by out of this Tabernacle, as a Man abroad, that has 
om only a Shed or Tent to put his Head in, is deſirous 
tly, Ito be at home in his own Houſe. Fer in this (Taber- 
1 is I nacle) we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be cloathed upon 
hey vith our Houſe, which is from Heaven, 2 Cor. F. 2. 


II. The figurative Deſcription of Death, of tlie 
Body, by the diſſolving this Tabernacle, or ta- 
king it down. 5 

In this there is a Removal and a Diſſolution ; 2 Remo- 

val of che Inhabitant from one Houſe to another; 


and 
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and a Diſſolution of the Tabernacle left behind. It is 


and fo reſolv'd into its firſt Principles. Sometime | 


folded up in order. Sometimes 'tis done all at once, 


and others, as there is between an Houſe taken down | 
violent Storm. However, whether it be more ſud- 


or ſtands till it drops of it ſelf, the Lord Jeſus will 


taken to pieces, one Part ſeparate from the other, 


this Tabernacle is taken down by flow Degrees, as | 
in lingring Sickneſs ; one Stake is pluckt up after a- 
nother ; every Line gradually, and every Curtain 


as in ſudden Death; and there is as much Difference 
between ſome People's putting off this Tabernacle; F”* 


Story by Story, and one that is blown down by ſome } 
den or flow, whether it be broken down by Violence, 3 


find out every Particle of it that is neceſſary to build- | 
ing up what he will call the ſame again; as when they 
took down the Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs, every . 
Officer about the holy Things had his particular 

Charge, and the next time they ſet it up, twas MY 
all ready to be put together again: So when! 
this Tabernacle is taken down, he that gives his An- 
gels Charge of it now, to Matters ſo minute as daſh.. # 
ing the Feet againſt a Stone, and numbers the very Hair: 
of our Heads, why not give them Charge alſo of the 
Bones, Muſcles, Sinews, of thoſe Feet, and fo of e- 
very Part, to have them ready to put together again | 
at the Reſurrection; and then this Tabernacle, now | 
in a Wilderneſs, ſhall be a Temple in Canaan; and 
that which was here an Earthly Houſe, ſhall be 
a Building of God, an Houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the Heavens; which we are next to conſider. | 


III. The Advantage of this Diſſolution in the 
Change, and the Conſequence of ir, this ap- confl 
o 0 . ® 0 7 
pears at firſt View, in the Oppoſition, already Nit. 
obſerv'd, between iz a little Houſe, and bmνονα, Wioath; 
the building of God, the one Earthly, the other in + 
Heaven; one a Tavernacle, the other a Building 
| not 


A Funeral Sermon. = 


8 


not made with Hands ; one to be diſſolv'd, the o- 
ther eternal in the Heavens, * 1 
This Advantage the Text gives us in Six Cha- 
racters. 
5. It is a Building. This expreſſes Statelineſs and 
Majeſty, Loftineſs and Grandure, and is not gi- 
ven to mean Structures. It ſignifies two things. 
1. The Receptacle of the ſeparate Soul, into which it im- 
yediately enters. | 


W 
8 jd . 
. 


Beſides the Scripture Evidence, that upon our 
Abſence from the Body, we are preſent with the Lord, and 
. that when our Spirit returns to God that gave it, tis 


Farried by Angels into Abraham's Boſom; I lay, beſides 
the Scripture Evidence of this, which is plain and 
\_ pull, it is not to be imagin d in the Reaſon of things, 

hat a Soul, which carries into the other World with 
y It, a Promiſe of inberiting all things, that is the Off 
Ipring of God in its ſpiritual Nature and its holy Qua- 
Wicy, that is anited to its Head, Chriſt Jeſus Lord of 
Ill the upper World, that this Soul ſhould be a Vaga- 
Pond Spirit, without Houſe and Home, as it muſt 
Pe; if, upon the Diſlolution of this Tabernacle it 
Woes not enter ſome Building of God. 


1 3 The Soul goes into a bleſſed State, tho' not into a 
tate of perfect Bleſſedneſs. Bleſſed are the Dead that 
n in the Lord, is true, as well as that they ſhall be ſo. 

No ſooner dead, but bleſſed, not only bereafter, but 


d enceforth, When tis ſaid, the Spirits of juſt Men are 
8 | . 3 1 


* Domum Domui opponit Corpus Corpori. Schlict. in loc. 


Izneddle not here with that Notion of the Vehicle of the 

ne rate Soul; the ene Supa or Cloathing which the Platonics a- 

[WF ibed to it, and of which Origen expounds this Place and Context. 

P confine my ſelf to the Metaphor in the Text, as one particular 

1y ripture Notion of Death. The three following Verſes, where 

un loathing and Uncloathing ave /o often mentioned, will more na- 
in al lead one into that Enquiry. e 


nt | E 274d: 
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made perfect, tis aſſured, that ſeparate Spirits even 
before the Reſurrection of their Body, enjoy an Hap 
pineſs, which in compariſon of any preſent State d 
Life, deſerves the Name of Perfection. This Build 
ing of God means the ſame that Chriſt calls Man ſion 
in his F.ither's Houſe, in which there are many Manſion 
Fit were not ſo Chriſt would have told you, John 14. 2, 1 
but he is gone on purpoſe to prepare this Place fo 
us. Manſions not built of Marble or Stone, nor d 
ſuch corruptible things as Silver or Gold, but of thoſ# 
Materials, and of that Contrivance, as is worthy d 
its Author, a Building of God, worthy of its Defignl 
the Expreſſion of infinite Perfections of a God, and 
the Diſplay of them to the beloved Inhabitants 


4 — 
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Heaven in their eternal Entertainment, it has not P 
ter d into the Heart of Man to conceive ; and therefore he 
muſt not pretend to tell what this includes; but this H 
may pretend to ſay, being told it by the Spirit q 
God, that it is a moſt convenient Abode, that tis mol ſh 
ligbtſome and glorious, glorious as eternal Day ca Bc 
make it; the Limb is the Light thereof. Joyous as Rivei th 
of Pleaſure can make it. Spacious and wide, there 
Room enough for all, in my Father's Houſe are man ly, 
Manſions, for the many Sons that he is to bring tf ſo! 
Glory. Beautiful for Situation is this Mount Zion ti Gl 
_ City of God. The Furniture of this Building of G ſo 
is of the ſame kind with that, which made the RH Ep 
ment of Chriſt ſhine like the Sun, tranſparent wit kee 
Glory upon the Mount. And afterwards ſhowW gh. 
him to Saul, with a Light brighter than the Sun 0 


Noon-day. Of the ſame Nature with that which eve mo 
from the back Parts of God made Moſes's Face to ſhin fer! 
and makes the Face of God inſupportable ro mori in 
Eyes. It is ſupply d with the Fruits of the Tree 
| Life, that fands in the Midſt of the Paradiſe of Gi 
iN the Appartments to be ſure are ſo order'd as to ſubſer 
| the Purpoſe of univerſal Fellowſhip of all the Saint 


and the General Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, who are to 
. do 
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down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom 
of God; the Diſpoſition si ſo made, that every Saint 

s in the View of the Mediator, and in the direct 
ia Preſence of God, whoſe Glory is render'd viſible 

2 thro' the Mediator. The Buſineſs there is to enjoy, 
on and praiſe ; they that dwell in thy Houſe, they will ever 

praiſe thee, And to conclude our Remarks on this 
Building, do but look up to the Heavens, the Work 
of God's Hand, the Sun, Moon and Stars, which he has 
made, thoſe Fountains of Light, of Pleaſure, and of 
Refreſhment, to this lower Creation ; and when 
you have ſaid never fo much of their Order, Bright- 
n neſs, Influence, and the chearful Seaſons they dif- 
& pence, they are but the Place of his Feet, the meer 
Pavement of this Building of God, into which the 
holy Soul ſhall enter upon the diſſolving of the earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle. 

2. It has reſpect to the Reſurrection Body, when it 
ſhall be built up again by God, and made a glorious 
Body, more worthy to be call'd a Building of God 
than m _ 9 R | 

When that which was fownan earth- * _ my 
V, ſhall be rais'd an heavenly Body; 3 * 
ſown in Diſhonour, ſhall be raisd in 
Glory; fown in Weakneſs, ſhall be rais'd in Power 3 
ſown a natural, ſhall be rais'd a ſpiritual Body; ſtrange 
Epithets for ſuch Bodies as ours! Eſpecially if a Man 
keep his Eye upon a dead Carkaſs, livid, offenſive, 
ghaſtly, while he repeats thoſe Words, heavenly, ho- 
nourable, glorious, ſpiritual ! there will be a total Re- 
moval of all Qualities of Weakneſs, Decay, Suf- 
tering, or Imperfection, and they be work'd up 
in ſuch a Diſpoſition of their Parts, as ſhall make it 
capable of all che oppoſite Perfections, of Strength 
and Beauty, Brightneſs and Glory, Fineneſs and A- 
gility, which ſhall ſo fuic it to the heavenly Place, 
Company and Work, that a Clod of Earth, and a- 
| ſhining Star, are not more different from one another 
| | CG nows 


his Purchaſe, and the eſtabliſſid Terms of his Cove- 
nant; tis a Building of God, that is, worthy of God, 


| hath provided them a City worthy of ſuch a Title and 


and be told with Solemnity, This is a Building of God; 
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now, than our preſent Bodies are, from what they i 


then ſhall be; no more liable to Sorrow, Sickneſs, i ; 
Death, Corruption, Weakneſs or Pain; no more | 
that ſame crazy, tottering, infirm, pain'd and trou- 
bleſome Body, that now we groan under, for he c 
ſhall change our vile Bodies, and make them like unto his 3 t 


on glorious Body, according to the mighty working Pow- u 
er, whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, Phil. In 
3. 2. and the happy Soul being united to ſuch a Body AM a 
as this, they enter together the heavenly Place and 
State, and enjoy this Building of Gol. In 
S2. A Building of God, or from God, e ©: AM (: 

God is the efficient Caufe of it, Every Houſe has ir 
ſome Builder, and he that built all things is God indeed; a1 
he built up the Body we now dwell in, and he will M }, 
build up the Body we ſhall dwell in hereafter; and p 


he built thoſe Heavens wherein Body and Soul ſhall + 


dwell together for ever. The Lord Jeſus is the procu- m 
ring and meritorious Cauſe ; as all this is the Work of A 


His Hands, ſo tis the Gift of his Grace. Eternal Life th 


is the Gift of God, the Purchaſe of Chriſt ; tis pre- 
par'd by God before the Foundation of the World, 
in the Deſign and Purpoſe, tis prepar'd by Chriſt | 
upon his aſcending up into Heaven, as our Advocate 
and Mediator, taking Poſſeſſion for us as our Head 
and Repreſentative, and ſuing out a legal award of 
it to us, by Decree of that Court, upon the Plea of 


becoming ſuch a Being to dwell in himſelf, and 
make a Mark of his Favour to the Objects of his Love. 
He is not aſham'd to be call'd their God, becauſe he} 


Relation ; he need not be aſham'd to have all Worlds 
caiFd upon, to turn their moſt critical Eyes this way, 


this Body for that Soul, this Heaven for both. 


8 7. An Houſe, a 
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So our preſent Bodies are call'd; but how much 


more will they then deſerve the Name, with all the 
Improvements that can belong to that Idea. The 


heavenly way of living is ſometimes compar'd to a 
City, and the Privileges of its Citizens, with whom 
the Saints, even now, are faid to be incorporated, 
under the ſame TAirwue, the ſame Head and Gover- 
nour, a City that has Foundations, whoſe Builder and - 


Maker is God, Sometimes to a Houſe, in my Father's 


Houſe are many Manſions: Theſe Repreſentations ſig- 


2 nify that we do not only live in Heaven, under the 
ſame Order and Government as Fellow C3tizens, but 
in the ſame Houſe, as Children of the ſame Family, 
and of the Houſhoid of God, of how the whole Fami- 


ly of Heaven and Earth is named, All ſhare the 


Preſence of God, and are under his Eye, as thoſe 


that dwell in the ſame Houſe. Allhave a mutual Fa- 
miliarity and Society one with another, Saints and 
Angels, as thoſe that dwell Fellow-Servants and Bre- 
thren together, in the ſame Houſe. 

F& 4. Not made with Hands, dye rho. 

This Word is us'd to expreſs the Excellency of any ' 
thing to which 'tis apply'd. So Circumciſion not 
made with Hands, a Temple not made with Hands, the 
holy Place not made with Hands, and here the Houſe - 
not made with Hands, ſignify the Things here mention- 
ed to be more excellent than what can be made with 
Hands. Let the moſt skilful Workmen chooſe the 
fineſt Materials, let them pitch upon the moſt de- 
lightful Situation, that Narure and Art may unite all 
their Charms, to recover fomething like a Paradiſe 
once more out of the Ruins of the Creation; let Pro- 
portion, andall the Beauties of Deſign, omit nothing 
that they can add either to Delight or State, Join to 
the Reſt, Extent, and Variety of Proſpect, Purity 
of Air, Sweetneſs and Fruitfulneſs of Soil ; let all 
theſe do all that ever they have been ſaid to have 
done in the World ; nay, whatever can be imagin'd 

| GC 2 pol- 
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poſſible to be done by Numbers, Treaſure, and Skill, MF x: 
and when they have laid out all their Powers, {till f n 
tis made with Hands; thou haſt a better Houſe to re- 
pair to, oh thou pooreſt Chriſtian, upon the Diſſolu- 
tion of this Tabernacle, Bazelee] and Aboliab, tho me 
they were inſpir'd by God for building of the Taber - u 
nacle, with Divine Skill, in the fineſt ſort of Work; 
Hiram of Tyre, tho cunning to work in all Braſs, Iron and 
Gold, in the building of the Temple, and of Solomon's 
Houſe, for Beauty and Strength, and to ſhow the «Majeſty Boe: 

- of a King, {till it was the Work of Mens Hands. The hy 
Apoſtle ſays, Chriſt à enter d into an holy Place not made all 
with Hands, but made by the Word of his Power, by Z 
the Word of the Lord, the Heavens were Eſtabliſh'd ; | 
and that muſt needs be fine indeed, when he need but elf 

| ſay how glorious, how convenient, how ſpacious it Pire 
ſhall be, and it ſhall be ſo, for he ſpeaks, and it is done; M10 
be commands, and it ſtands faſt, For, | 
$5. The Duration of this is Eternal. N 
The Things that are not ſeen they are eternal, and that | 
gives them an infinite Advantage with every wile } 
Man; they are eternal in their own Nature and Du- | 
ration, and in my Eujogment of them. There is na y 
wearing out that Leaſe, there is no turning out of Mich 
that Poſſeſſion, the Soul ſhall never more leave the 
heavenly Budy, nor either of them the heavenly Tou 
State; there is an End of Diſſolving and Separating, Invit 
when we leave this Tabernacle, and are got into the ref 
Houle not made with Hands. | CY 
Nothing like this can be here, there à no abiding, Inte 
ſays David, and here we hawe no continuing City, the Rurtt 
biggeſt and beſt of them are diſſolv'd as well as their 
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Inhabicants. | _ Mow 
| . : ? . in { 
Ce: nimus ere mplas oppida poſſe mori. ert 


We may now ſtand upon the Places where ſome of ill e 
them once flouriſh'd, and ſay, not only that they are nd t. 
| diſſol vd 2 ſe: 
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„ aifolv'd, Sed etiam periere ruinæ; and of others we know 
I not ſo much as where they once ſtood. = 


we have ſeen in Hiſtory the Riſe and Fall of Cities 
and Empires, that have been flatter'd with Titlesof Im- 
mortality. Their Hopes of ſtanding for ever are over- 
Zwhelm'd in their own Rubbiſh. Babylon the Great, 
Golden Thebes, with all its Ivory Palaces, and its hun- 
ared Gates, are now no more; it was made with Hands. 
London, for all its preſent Buſtle and Noiſe, its fierce Com- 
Ipetitions, its Traffic, its wanton Luxury, ſhall as ſure- 
y find a Grave as others have done. But what do we 
le talk of Cities, tho' the Wonder of the World, and the 
J Pride of Nations; when the World it ſelf ſhall paſs a- 
ay, and there will be no Place found for it. Nature it 
it elf ſhall yield her dying Groans, Time ſhall it ſelf ex- 


it ice, nothing ſhall then ſubſiſt but what's eternal, the 
louſe not made with Hands, eternal in che Heavens ; 


h let us make ſuch Friends there, that when theſe things 
Mail, they may receive us into theſe everlaſting Habitations. © 
it 86. The Place of all this is in the Heavens. 
ſc A Place not common to wicked Men, Beaſts and De- 
1- Pils too, as this Earth, and therefore fitteſt for eternal 
0 Pwelling. Earth can afford no Place, no Climate, for 
of uch a Building, nor the viſible Heavens of Sun, Moo 
je nd Stars; theſe are but the Pavements of the outwar 
y Tourt, and muſt themſelves all paſs away; but in the 
7, (inviſible Heavens, the Reſidence of God's manifeſted 
18 Preſence, and of Angels, and of Spirits of juſt Men made 
erfect. An Account of this Place I will not pretend to 
g, Inter upon; nor is it the Buſineſs of this Text, any 
de Murther than the Metaphor has already led us. I ſhall - 
ir Wnly obſerve that it is a Place fitted up on purpoſe, to 
ow how delightfully our God and Father can enter- 
ain thoſe whom he dearly loves; and when we conſi- 
er the Author of it, God, and for what he made it, to 
e the Reſidence of his own Royal Perſon, where he 
ill enjoy himſelf, and diſplay and impart his Glory; 
d to make thoſe happy who love him, and whom the - 
ing of Heaven delights to honour ; when we conſider 
„ f What 
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| what a Price is paid for it, and who it is that is gone up he 
mn to prepare that Place for us; I ſay when we conſider theſe Ws 
| | things, we may form ſuch a Notion of it, as ſhould i 
tf make us very unwilling to be excluded from it, and . 
| will very much diſarm thoſe Temptations that would ot 
Ii endanger our being ſo. | EF 
1 IV. The Aſſurance of all this, which ſome Chri. * 
ſtians have obtain'd, and all ought to endeavour W- 
1 after; we know that if, &c. The Aſſurance of Sal. 
Wt: vation is a Subject that deſerves a diſtin& Treat. 
f ment, and what J have no Deſign of going into t. 
if from theſe Words; and therefore ſhall only give / 
| their Senſe in ſhort, and proceed. „ WM A 

| I. We know, &c. i. e.) Speculatively, and believe ii V 


as à Principle of our Religion, that good Men upon 
the Diſſolution of this old Tabernacle, have a bettet 
| Houſe, 4 Building of God, &c. We know this by the int 
Scriptures, in which we have eternal Life reveal'd unto us at 
by the yet more clear Diſcovery of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
has brought Life and Immortality to Light by the Goſpel, andi h 
it is one of thoſe Truths, which the Spirit that was w- 
promis'd upon his Aſcenſion, was to lead us into. And 1. 
now we know it too, the Apoſtles having with the ou 
fame Plainneſs that they receiv'd it, deliver d it to us. Ine 
2. It reſpects the practical Uſe they made of it, and we are In 
to make of it, in all the Affairs and Traubles of Life, and in 
the Proſpects of Death. TOR | 
In Scripture Uſage of the Words Knowledge and Faith, 
and the like, a practical Influence of the things known 
and believ'd, is always ſuppos'd as eſſential to their 
ſaving Notion, without which they always mean what 
js inſignificant and uſeleſs. As in our own Language 
when we {ay of one, He knows where his Intereſt lies, the 
meaning is, he acts ſuitably to ſuch a Knowledge, 
when a Man moderates his Purſuits of the Pleaſures and 
' Buſineſs of Life, his Grief for the Calamity he ſuffers, 
2nd the Friends that he looſes ; his Fondneſs for Life, 
and his Fears of Death, and diligently lays up * 
| the 
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arthly Houſe be diſſolved, be has an Houſe not made 
ith Hands; as we ſay with a particular Air, He kyows 
;s Buſineſs, of a Man who appears to go dextrouſly a- 
out it. 


ing their Caſe in particular. 


Jared, that— our Labour ſhall neither be in vain, nor our 
B-fring be to loſs— for he have a Building of God. 
e have, for, we ſhall have, the preſent Tenſe for the 
ture, of which there are many Inſtances, 


We bave, as ſoon as our Tabernacle is diſſolw'd. 


on the Son hath eternal Life, * (i. e.) in Right and Title, 
tei n the Promiſe and Earneſt, in the firſt Fruits and Be- 


Winnings. So we are ſaid to have received a Kingdom 
ar cannot be ſhaken; and a Man is very properly ſaid to 
ve an Eſtate at the Weſt Indies, which he never ſaw 
his Life. Theſe Things may be apply'd in the fol- 
wing Remarks. | 


nd | 
the mould come down and dwell in one of theſe Tents, in 


Ine of theſe Earthly Houſes of ſuch a Tabernacle ! 


ens, he came and Tabernacled among us. F When Solomen 
Jad built a Temple, which for State and ſpacious A- 
artments, and a vaſt Profuſion of Gold and Silver, was 
he Wonder of the World; he was aſtoniſh'd at the Con- 
i eſcention of God, in promiſing to put his Name there, 
nd to dwell there, and crys out, But will God indeed dwell 
mong Men! I is more for God to declare he would 


0 
1 well in the lo and humble Heart; tis more ſtill to en- 
iger chefe Tabernacles, and to dwell in Union with our 
and Nature. Chriſt has herein done an Honour to theſe 
ers abernacles which Angels look upon with Admiration, 
ife put not with Envy. 2. The 
inſt . — 


* John 3. 36. 1 s νν , John r. 14. 


e Time of Dying, then we ſay, He knows that if his 


z. 1t ſignifies the Aſſurance a Chriſtian may have of ibis 


They have an Air of Appropriation, Ve know and are 


We have, reſerv'd for us in Heaven, and provided there. 


ue have now, in the ſame Senſe as, He that believethʒ 


1. The Condeſcention of God our Saviour, that he 


Inſtead of the Building of God eternal in the Hea- 
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li | 2. The Great Honour done to our Bodies, that they (mei B 
il as they are) fhould be in another Reſpe the Temples of i th 
1 holy Ghoſt. : lit 
" Our Bodies are Tabernacles, as we dwell in then 0 
1 but Temples, upon account of the Spirits indwelling 
fl » Know ye not that ye are the Temples of God, by his Spirit tu el 
4 dwelleth in you. The Body of Chrift has both theſ iv 
. Names as well as ours; it is called a Temple; DeſtroWt | 
| ſays he, this Temple, ſpeaking of his Body: And it is c 
| |: led a Tabernacle, Heb. 9. 11. Chriſt an High-Prieſt of 90 
i | way to come, by a greater and more perfect Tabernacle nu 
0 | Made with Hands. ; 5 4 Or 
l} 3. Theommnipotent Power of our Lord in changing theſe Ba! 
{if dies, and making them like to his own glorious Body, Ph. 3. 20 mot 
il 4. The diſtin} Nature of our Souls, as a Tenant or InhaligÞ") 
li lant differs from the Houſe he lives in, and its Immortaliſiſimb 
10 fiunce tis the Tabernacle only that is diſſolved. Pou 
{it If we conſiſted only of what is the viſible Part, wheWle | 
that was diffolved there could be nothing to enter tien 
Ita. 


Building of God, the Houſe not made with Hands, and cov 1 
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1 
| | ſequently, the Thoughts of ſuch Diſſolution could yicl9"e 
lili little Comfort under the Troubles of Life, or Pains (0 
Wit Death. —— TT 
5 F. This preſents a diſmal Notion of the dying of a wick 9: 
wl | an. : | 22 
jj His Tabernacle is diffolved without having any Bil W 
th ing of God to receive him; unleſs we will give that Nam alli 
if to Hell, which is not an Houſe eternal, but a Priſon etern t 
i from whence there is no Redemption. It's a fad thin e; 
ij indeed to have the Houſe pull'd down, and we turning 
kl | out to an unknown World, wherein we have neithqem 
is Friend nor Habitation. A We S 
'F 6. It appears from hence, that the Saints Happineſs Bu 
1 not compleat till the Reſurrection; when they receive ff the 
1 Houſe not made with Hands, a glorified Body, an” R 
Þt+ with that enter into the Houſe eternal in the Heavens. ody 
h 7. This Notion of human Frailty may help to correct l. olly 
f immoderate Fear of Men. Their own Breath is in the ealt! 
I Noſtrils, and wherein are they to be accounted of? _ - Srea 
f : bo od 
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Body is the only Part to which their Power can reach; 
they can only pull down what of it ſelf muſt fall in a 
little while, and when they have kild the Body, have 
Jen nothing more that they can do. 
will 8. This may help to abate the reſtleſs Greedineſs after unne- 
| 40 eſſary Abundance of this Life. No one, who knows he 
hel Nives only in a Tabernacle ſhortly to be mov'd, thinks 
St Prudence greedily to lay in to it, or lay out upon it. 
A Man does not break his Reſt, and imbitter his Spirit 
n anxious adorning or ſtoring a moveable Tent, that 
nuſt not ſtand long in one Place. He is upon Record 
For a Fool, who diſquieted his ſorry Soul about his full 
„ Barns; and laying up for many Years, when he had 
not one whole Night to ſtay in the World. So would 
ny Man appear, who ſhould break his Reſt and Peace, 
Imbitter and diſquiet his Spirit, much more damn his 
Poul, for the ſake of adorning and ſtoring his Taberna- 
le that was ſuddenly to be removed. Thou Fool, to take - 
tio much Care about the Houſe, and neglect the Inha- 
Pitant! Thou Fool, to lay out all thy Concern about the 
viel ne half of thy ſelf only, and that the meaneſt Half 
vo! Thou Fool, becauſe this Night, after all, ſhall thy Soul 
e required of thee, a 
9. This Notion of the Body teaches us a due Regard to our 
podies, as Men have to their dwelling Places. 
We are to maintain and uphold, by Diligence in our - 
allings, to procure their fit Supply; and by Godlineſs 
bat has the Promiſe of this Life, and of that which is to 
inf; and by Prayer to fetch down daily Bread, and 
Wings convenient for us; by Carefulneſs not to expoſe 
em without call, nor abuſe them by any unwarranta- 
Nile Severities. 
But the Soul being the Inhabitant, and the Body on- 
e the Tabernacle, the Soul ſurely challenges the grea- 
Er Regard and Care: To take ſo much Care about the 
ody and its Affairs, as to neglect the Soul, is the ſame 
# jolly with him that laid out ſo much in building and 
Fautifying his Houſe, as to let himſelf ſtarve. You lee 
great deal of this Abſurdity in the World; a Body cul- 
| 5 tivated, 
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tivated, cheriſh'd, dreſs'd, fed, and all its Gratification; 
ſtudied, and at the ſame time, a Soul neglected, pe. 
riſhing, ſtarv'd, and it has been obſerv'd, à Body over. 
much cared for is often a Sign of a neglected Soul. q 
| .. IO. Let us improve this Notion of our Bodics, that they an 
only Earthly Houſes, out of Duſt, and mouldring into it, a. 
gainſt the Temptations and Troubles of Life, and the Pains 


— 


Sickneſs and Death. | 4 
All Temptations ariſe, either from the Luſ#s of the 
Fleſh, the Pride of Life, or the Pride of the Eye. Now the 
Seat and Subject of all theſe Affections and Paſſions is & _ 
this vile Body. Never let us damn a precious Soul for &:-, 
Gratifications that terminate in fuch a mean Subject a? 
Duſt and Aſhes. The Sinews, Nerves and Fibres, tha 
are the Seat of pleaſurable Impreſſions, are Duſt form 
into Strings and Threads, and will in a little while b 
Duſt again. Its animal Spirits the Conveyances of Pleà 
fure are the fame. What a Sacrifice is it! of an immo 
tal Soul, capable of eternal Pleaſures, to Motions, thi 
pleaſurable Motions of meer Duſt, as any we ſee fly 8 
bout in the Air? I walk croſs a Church-yard, and fel! 
the Wind whirl up ſome fine Duſt, and ſcatter it in th 
Air, and I think with my ſelf, ſome of this was onct . 
an Eye, to pleaſe, which it may be, the Soul that look 
through i: tock in Fires that are now burning down t 
the loweſt Hell. Where is now the Pride of that Eye. 
Som of that Duſt may have been the Palate of an Epif 
cure, who made Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts ther 
„, od wheſe Belly was his God. Every Step I take here; 
upon Parcels of Dirt, that formerly might belong t 
ſome body, and were the Seats of Pleaſures, for the ſak 
of which the Soul was expos'd, neglected and undont 
But ſhall this Duſt of mine, the Eye, the Palate, or al 
the Scats of Pleaſure, which are all Duſt, be entertain 
at ſuck Expencs as the Ruin of my better Part? 
And as to the Troubles of Life, the Taking down of thi 
Tabernacle will effectually put an End to them all,! 
well as to its Pleaſures. As ſoon as ever it is in the Dul 
there the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the weary are 
| 70; 


2 


Ales, the Thoughts of Sickneſs and Death — Why? 
would you always dwell in the Houſe of this Taberna- 


Fic not rather a Thought of Comfort, that in a little 
Zwhile thi: pained Body ſhall be no more in Pain? this 
troubleſome Body ſhall be no more in Trouble? Tho? 
bis Fleſh and Heart will fail, God will be the Strength of my 
Hart, and my Portion for ever. 1 


Poldiers, Shepherds, Strangers, and Travellers, let this 
Thought oblige us to make the beſt of our Time. Tis 
n ooldier's Tent, and we know not how ſoon our War- 


god Fight of Faith, *Tis a Shepherd's Tent, and we 


Charge. Tis a Stranger's Tent, and a Pilgrim's, and 


pf this Notion as St. Peter does; I think it meet, as long as 
am in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you up, by putting you in Re- 
rembrance; knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this Taber- 
hacle, even as the Lord bath ſhewed me, 2 Pet. I. 13, 14. 


F$::7 Words; ſhe had them much upon her Mind, and 
Frequently in her Mouth. She look'd upon the Time of 
per Diſſolution, as the Finiſhing the Work which ſhe 
Jad ſome Grounds to believe God had begun in her Soul. 


ount for that, being (ſays ſhe) from a Child inſtructed by 
Parents in the Concerns of my Soul, Which makes the 
hange lef5 diſcernable. 

She bleſſes God for ſuch a good Education, but yet 
e adds, Yet here I do not reſt, for I ſee by daily ſad Expe- 
Jence, that many that have had good Education do yet coms 
Wort of ſaving Grace, The Lord was pleas d very early to 
F kindly ro my Soul, and did draw me with the Cords of 
ve. T have often thought it was with me as it was with 
amuel, hen the Lord call 'd, and he knew not wa it was, 
dam. 3 3 23: . Fer 


now not how ſoon we may be call'd in from our 


Ve know not how ſoon we may be called home to our 
FF-icher's Houſe. Let us therefore make the ſame Uſe 
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reſt. Ay, but ſays one, this is one of my greateſt Trou- - 


cle? Is it poſſible? Is it reaſonable? Is it deſirable? Is 


In the mean time, ſince we dwell but in Tents, as 


Fare may be accompliſh'd : Let us therefore fight the 


Such was the Uſe our deceaſed Friend made of theſe 


As for the Time of her Converſion, ſhe could not ac- 


11 | — a 
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Here I would ſtand and admire at the rich and wonderful 


Rom. 9. 15. Grace, which is free Grace, and beſtow'd upon 
Nat. 11. 25. whom he will! I thank thee, O Father, Lord f 


WT... 
* 


ſerved, that when ] bave been in this Condition, I have been rar 
apt to grow too confident, and to think my Mountain ſtood .es, 
ſtrong that ] ſhould never be moved, and have been apt to gro it 
conceited of my own Strength, and to think I have attain'd i Si 
it by my own Pains and Induſtry, and then the Lord hath ben oui 
pleaſed to withdraw thoſe Comforts for a Time, to let me ſei ea. 
where my Strength lay, and that withcut him I could do nothing: 
The moſt remarkable Time wherein ſhe began to ob Hp. 
ſerve the Work of Grace upon her Soul, was after th. 
dreadful Fire of London: She was an Eye-witneſs of ii ho 
and forc'd to remove all upon the Lord's Day. It madgPrio 
a great Impreflion upon her Spirits. She not only greWcc 
out of Love with Company that were vain and light 


* — — 


IT : | ; 3 


t they were a Burden to her. She gave her ſelf to 
Jas caſt by the good Providence of God upon Mr. Frank- 
Feat Gravity and Integrity, ſo as he was never known 
I balk any thing he thought himſelf call'd to do, or to 


beſt all newer forget, for the great Enjoyments of God that I had 
"Wen, which Ican better think than expreſs. My Soul as for 
Inne conſiderable time carried with full Sail toward God and 


Je, and exceedingly delightful ; and I could experience what it 
s to pray without ceaſing ; for at that time my Heart was 
$455 in a Frame, ready for Prayer; and as I went about I 


Y worldly Buſineſs was a great Burden to me, and any Com- 


Paſ enz, unleſs ſuch as would be diſcourſing of the Things of God. 
e rejoiced when the Sabbath came, becauſe I could then be 
felt holly taken up with the things of my Soul. After this ſhe 
majWeſcribes a very tender Fear of ſinning againſt God, 
; Ind thereby loſing her preſent Comfort. 


hau Peſires of coming to the Lord's Table. But when by 
e Help of her Parents, and a Chriſtian Friend, Way 
as made for her Admittance, ſhe ſays of the firſt Sa- 


been rament, the Lord was pleaſed to viſit me with great Mer- 
0d ll 


8 es, and I never dared for a ſmall Occaſion, to omit partaking 
ro it 20 hen 1 might have Opportunity. | 


ears, what would become of her ifſhe ſhould die ; but 
me while after, ſhe ſaysit pleaſed the Lord ſo to clear 
obi p her Intereſt in him, that ſhe as much long'd to be 


he ol ved, and to be with Chriſt, as ſhe before dreaded the 
f - bought of dying. Inſomuch that it became a Temp- 
nade 


recovery, that ſhe might be gone. 
; From 
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don in the other Extream, to neglect the Means of 


Ke Service of God; and 'twas about this Time that ſhe - 


s Miniſtry : He was a plain and ſerious Preacher, of 


ord ſpffer. She ſays upon this Occaſion ; Which Time I hope 1 


briſt, and the things above. The Word of God was ſweet to 


d be lifting up ejaculatory Prayer to God, and at this time 


1, It was with a great deal of Difficulty that ſhe broke 
rough her natural Reſervedneſs, to make known her 


he mentions a fit of Sickneſs ſhe had when ſhe was a- 
out 17 Years of Age, that ſeiz d her at firſt under great 
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From a Child ſhe was a great Lover of good Peopl 1 
and never better pleaſed than when in the Company ol 
Miniſters, and other good Perſons; and when the 
if were threaten'd with Impriſonment for Preaching, 
could willingly have ſuffer'd with thern rather than bee 
| depriv'd of their Converſation. 3 

She thankfully acknowledges the Grace of God, thi 
inabled her to remember her Creator in the Days of her Lu 
And then turning her Speech to her Children, ſhe tell 
them the bad Conſequence of Delays. I have had ſon 
good Motions in my Mind, and put them off, and purpos di 
my ſelf I would begin to morrow, but when the time can 
(bould be as backward as befcre, and ſtill be ready to put it 
till it pleaſed God to convince me that it was a Temptati®” 
From the Devil, Oh! my dear Children, God a tco good H 
Maſter to be put off at any Time; none gives ſo great Magi I 
neither is any Work ſo pleaſant. Her Ways are Ways of Pl 
ſantneſs, and all ber Paths are Peace. She is a Tree of Life 
all that lay bold of her, and happy is every one that retaineth lf 
And now the Account enters upon ſuch a Scene ( 
Troubles, Difficulty, and Trials, that I neither kno 
how to mention, nor how to let alone; to omit the 
altogether, would be to loſe very uſeful Evidences( 
her Faith and Patience, and yet the very Kehearſal 
theſe Sufferings is painful to a tender Spirit. Nothin 
could remoye the Scandal of them to our Chriſtia- 
Name, but that Abhorrence which has been ſince e 
preſs d by all, with whom Chriſtianity is any mo 
than a Name. To lee a poor Family not only frigh 
ed and alarmed, but the Houle plunder'd, the Goo 

ſeized, the Perſons carry'd Priſoners, becauſe they d 

not ſay the ſame Prayers, nor worſhip God juſt at t 
{ame Place; there's not a good Man but muſt inward 
grieve ; there can be no more proper Seaſon in ti 
World for that Paſſive Obedience, which is fo mu 
talk'd of by one ſort of Men, and ſo much practice, 
by another, than when a Man chuſes to ſuffer himſe 
rather than be made an Inſtrument in the Execution 
ſuch unrigh:eous Orders of any Prince in the Worl 
5 rath 
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1d her than by perſecuting his poor Brethren, to ſin a- 
ot God, and againft the whole Genius, Frame, 
4 irit, and Deſign of Chriſtianity, the End of all 
Joſe Commandments is Love out of a pure Heart and 
WW: unfeigncd. - 
he firſt time Mr. Franklin was ſeiz d, was for preach- 
at Colebrook ; he was carry'd to Ailesbury Jail; ſhe 
„Fat out her full Time, but brought forth a dead Child, 
ich was aſcrib'd to her Grief and Fright, upon the 
count of her Husband's Troubles, and Diſtance from 
Mr; and all the time of her lying in, her Houſe was 
Fry Lord's Day guarded by Soldiers, from Seven to 
en. New Warrants were procur'd after this to ſeize © 
on their Goods, which forc'd them to a very ſtrick 
„ch, not to be ſurpriz'd by the Informers. = 
„he Perſecution encreafing in 1684. Warrants were 
ain'd from Juſtices, to ſeize upon Body and Goods. 
d among others (ſhe ſays) God was pleasd to count us 
% to ſuffer for his ſake; the Paſſage I will give you 
her own Words; About Four a Clock, Saturday in the 
ernoon, they got into the Meeting- houſe joining to our 
%; I being in the Kitchen, with only my three Children, 
of the Informers knock'd at the Door, pretending to have 
ught a Letter, but looking thro a Place where I ſam more 
Wm, I concluded we were beſet ; I ran up to Mr. Frank- 
„ 0 as in his Study, to acquaint him that they were 
We. They thunder d at the Door, as if they would have 
ke it down, but not getting Entrance that way, they took 
Vindo off the Hinges, and quickly got in, there being 
body to oppoſe them, there was only a little Child in the 
alle, the other two Children frigbted run up after their 
other, When they were got in they quickly came up to us; 
Informer had his drawn Sword in his Hand, and ſetting 
Foot againſ} the Chamber-door, where we were, broke 
a Beard of it, and thruſt back the Lock with his Hand, 
ein, in a great Fury, and laid hold of my Hushand, and © 
4 bim he was the King's Priſoner, and would not ſuffer 
4g to [tir from them. They Laid hold of all the Keys of the 
*, and took Poſſeſſion of all the Goods, they carry'd off 
| | 7. 
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Mr. Franklin to @ Juſtice, who committed him to Nel 
Priſon for half a Year, for refuſing the Corporation Oaiil 
and having left bim in Priſon, they return d to the Hu 
where they had left the other Informer, with a Conſtable, þ 
bout ten a Clock at Night, and Saturday-Night, bil 
(ſays ſhe) aggravated our Trouble, we having usd to 
imploy d in making ſome Preparation for the Sabbath; as 
as they came in, they firſt went to our Cubboard, and eat 
our Victuals, and when they had done that, they went in 
every Room in the Houſe, and ſet down the Goods, in order 
their taking of them away on the Monday following ; and, 
the while they kept Watch in the Houſe, who kept a pr 
Fire Night and Day, and eat up our Victuals, and drank 
our Drink. I doubt not (ſays ſhe) but the Lord will call th 
Fo an Account for it, for he is a righteous God, and will pla 
the Cauſe of his People. On the Monday Morning they (rl 
for Appriſers to appriſe the Goods, which when they had du 
they offer d me to buy my own Goods, and when they ſav 
would lay down no Money, they fell in a great Rage to ju 
ling and knocking down the things, and ſent for two Cari 
which they fill d that Night, and they were in ſuch a Rap 
that they would not ſuffer any body to ſpeak to them; the na 
Morning early they brought another Cart, and took away | 
reſt, not leaving ſo much as a Chair to ſit in, or a Cup 
drink in. It is true as the Word hath ſpoken, the tender Maſe | 
cies of the Wicked are Cruelty. ] cannot forget what a N 
and Fary they werein while they were taking away our Good, 
as if they were not ſatisfy'd with what they had got, but 4%, 
aim at ſomething more, as a good Man once ſaid, It à not a 
Goods only they aim at, but they grudge us our Lives; an, x; 
then ſhe adds, My chief End in declaring theſe things, 
to acquaint my Friends and Relations, eſpecially my Childr 
and alſo that I may not forget my ſelf, how greatly the L 
ſupported me in this Time of Trouble, to the End that my Ch 
dren may have their Faith and Hope in God, and ſerve hi 
in the Days of their Youth, Eccl. 12. x. and then the Lo 
will not forſake them in their Age, and when Trouble u e N 
them. Oh! to bave an Ark to go to when there is a Stor 
: what a Comfort is this? To have a God to go to in a Do 1 
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Ne = 7roublecall upon me in the Day of Trouble, and 

ail 771% deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, Plal. 50. 15. 
700 he obſerves afterwards, bat God invites IIA. 26. 20 
A his People to hide themſelves in him till the ; 


Calamiiy be over-paſt ; and that many Scriptures were 
brought to her Mind, that were like ſo many Cordials 
of Refreſhment to her Spirit; the Primitive -- 

Chriſtians took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Heb. 10. 34. 
Wl Goods, knowing in themſelves, that in Heaven 


ſpeahable Comfort to have Peace within, and a God to go to 


SE; Zimes of outward Trouble and Calamity. T bleſs the Lord 
nk i I was n:t moved with any Trouble or Fear, to think what 
the would become of my Children, or how we ſhould do for Sup- 
Piel ply. I durſt not conſult with Fleſh and Blood. I hope I can 


ay, thro? Grace, that it was by Faith Icoking to Things that 
are inviſible, that did enable me to bear up chearfully and 
comfortably, I look'd upon it as an Honour that the Lord 
ſhould count me worthy to ſuffer any thing for his ſake, who 
- a: bought not too much to lay down his Life for me; and that 1 
old hade the Honour to be one of thoſe who ſhould help to 


Wt it ſhould come to the Loſs of Life, I may not count my Life 
dear to me, out of Lowe to the Lord Feſus. Then follow a 
Collection of thoſe precious Promiſes that were a Sup- 


you when Men ſhall revile yeu and perſecute you, and [peak 

all manner of Evil againſ# jcu, falſly, for my ſake, rejoyce, 

and be exceeding glad, for great is your Rewar 

in Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets, Mat. 5. 10. 
hich were before you. Beloved, think it not © 

trange concerning the fiery Tryal, which u to try you, as tho' 

ome ſtrange thing happen'd unto you, but rcjoyce | 

in as much as ye are Partakers of Chriſt's Suf- 1 Pet. 4. 12. 

erings, that when bis Glory ſhall be reveal d, ye "2 

Ly be glad alſo with exceeding Foy. If je be reproach'd for 

Je Name of Chriſt, happy are ye, for the Spirit of God and of 

lor) reſteth upon you ; on their part he is evil ſpoken of, but 


Jay Hour part be is glorify'd ; if any Man ſuſfen as 4 Chriſtian, 
ul | N E N let 
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they had a better, and an enduring Subſtance. Oh tis an un- 


I up the Meaſure of Chriſt's Sufferings. Lord grant, that 


dort to her under theſe things, ſuch as theſe, Bleſſed are 
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_ as unto a faithful Creator. When ſome of their Friend: | 


did their Conſolations. 7 bleſs the Lord, Ican ſay (to uſe} 


more that were in upon the fame Account. During e, 
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let him not be aſhamed, but let him glorify God on this Be- 
half; Wherefore, let them that ſuffer according to the Will of | 
God, commit the keeping of their Souls to him in well-doing, | 


CE fs oo Cl WY 8 


advis'd them to forbear meeting together, during the || 
Fury of the Perſecution; Mr. Franklin was among | 
thoſe, who thought the Examples of Daniel, and the 
three Children, were to be a Direction to them in ſuch | 
a Caſe, who would worſhip their God, tho' the fiery Þþ 
Furnace, or Lyons Den, were ſure to follow: this at. 
leaſt argu'd their great — and the Conſe- 
quence of it was, that he was no ſooner got out of one 
Priſon, but he fell to preaching, and was taken and clapt 
up in another. But then as their Sufferings abounded, fo 


her own Words) there is a great deal of Difference in Suf- 
ferings, for theſe Sufferings that are upon the Account of the 
Geſpel, they bring Conſolation with them, but worldly Sorrow 
cauſeth Death. And then mentioning the Unkindneſs of 
ſome, who pretended Friendſhip before ; ſhe makes 
this Concluſion upon it, To ſeek more his Lowe and Friend. 
ſhip, who I have found by Experience, to be a preſent Help in| 
Time of Need, as this Time muſt indeed appear to be, 

when all was ſeiz d, carry'daway, her ſelf and Chil-W ge 
dren turn'd out of Doors, Husband in Priſon; ſhe gone + 
then Six Months with Child, and her Brother, who wi 
bad taken her and her Children in, dies at the very of 
time ſhe ſtood moſt in need of his kind Aſſiſtance. pe 
Ihe firſt Lord's Day after her ing in, her Husband po 
preaching at Glovers Hall, the City Marſhal with other Sp 
Officers, came and took him away again, and carry wt 
him before the Lord Mayor, upon his refuſing the Cor lea 
poration Oath as before. He was committed to N 7;, 
gate for half a Year, where he met with eight Miniſter z,, 


— 


— 


— 
— 


his Confinement, the Inſults upon her Houſe where ;;, 
ſhe was, were very affrighting; ſearching the Houſſ ve. 
frequently, breaking thro' Doors, threatning to pull 2, 


» h 8 t 
_ down the Meeting that join'd to the Houſe at tha ba 


time 
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6. time; which one of the Juſtices one Lord's Day, with 
of | his Attendants, began to do, and actually pull'd down 
g, ſome part of it, and ſaid, he would take an Houſe near, 
ds that he might prevent Meetings there; but God ſent : 
he him to the Houſe appointed for all Living, and he died 
og FF miſerably about a Month after. After this they remo- 
the ved into Goat- Alley, Bunbill- Fields, the poor Family were 
ch purſu'd ſtill, Mr. Franklin was ſeiz d one Night at Ten 
ya Clock, and immediately carry'd to New Priſon, in 
a BY order to his appearing at the Seſſions, it being Seſſions 
{e-M time; when he came before the Juſtices, they had no- 
"ne thing to lay to his Charge, but they requir'd Bail for 
apt his Appearance the next Seſſions, and ſo continued him 
„o for a Year, that he was forced to appear every Seſſion, 
ule and find Bail; and yet (ſays ſhe) they did at this time 
uf ·¶ ſearch our Houſe for him, tho he did appear every Seſſions be- 
tbe fore them; but this was about the time when many Citizens 
row were put into Priſons and Halls about the Affair of Mon- 
s off} mouth. Theſe were teazing and vexatious things, e- 
ke nough to wear away the Spirits, and break the ſtrongeſt 
en. ¶ Conſtitution; ſhe was moſt of this while breeding, and 
Ip inf in theſe laſt Troubles ſhe went with her tenth Child; 
be 'was ſo much the more grievous ſtill, as her lying in 
hir generally gave ſome Advantage to adiſtemper'd Melan- 
one choly, that prevail'd much upon thoſe Occaſions ; and 
who what added to it at this time, was her Diſappointment 
of Relief from a certain Quarter, whence ſhe molt ex- 
pected it. She was in this Condition deſtitute, diſap- : 
pointed, perſecuted, melancholy, and dejected in 
Spirit, withour were Fightings, and within are Fears; all 
which was deſign'd, I doubt not, by Providence, to 
Jleave us the Example of the following Reſolution. 
Den (ſays ſhe) J reſolved to go to the Lord, and caſt my 
Burden upon him, who hath in his Word given Encourage- 
ment to his own ſo fo do, Caſt thy Burden upon Pſa) 
rl the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, be ſhall ne- 4. 55. 2 
ver ſuffer the Righteous to he moved. Commit prov. 16. 35 
UY thy orks unto the Lord, and thy Thoughts 
all be eſt abiſh/d 3 Call ps in the Day of Trouble, 2 
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TI will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. In one 2 
Night's time all my Trouble was ſcatter d and gone, 
and I was greatly compos'd and quieted. 4 
After this ſhe mentions ſome Troubles that very 
much diſcompos'd her Spirit, and cauſed great Illneſs i 
of Body, under which ſhe had no Reſt, till ſhe laid her 
Caſe open before God, and receiv'd the Comfort of 
| that Word, For thy Maker is thine Hus- 
Iſa. 54. 5—8. band, the Lord of Hoſt is his Name, ani 
thy Redeemer the holy one of Iſrael, the God 
of the whole Earth ſhall he be call'd, for the Lord hath called 
thee as omen forſaken, and grieved in Spirit, and a Wiſi] 
of Youth, when thou aſt refuſed, ſaith the Lord, for a ſmall 
Moment have 1 forſaken thee, but with great Mercies will | 
gather thee ; in a little Wrath I hid my Face from thee for 4 


Moment, but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I have Merc) Nat 
on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer. Deſpiſe not thou thee» 
Chaſtning of th: Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of I. 
bim, &c. Wait on the Lord, and keep his Way, he ſhal cr 
ſtrengthen thy Heart; wait, I ſay, on the Lord. I urged Hd. 


the Lord (fays ſhe) with his Promiſe to me upon the Death 
of my Father, Plal. 89. 39— 34. and then ſhe adds, 1 
have always found it good to take this Courſe, to go to God in 
all my Doubles; and firſt to be humbled for my Sins, that 
have been the procuring Cauſe of my Troubles; and then tv 
plead the Merits of the Lord Feſus Chriſt for my Acceptance 
withGed, aud the Lord bath ſeldem ſent me away empty of 
Comfort. | | 
Another time when ſome Troubles ſhe met with, 
1h not only burden'd her Spirit, but prey'd upon her 
1 __ Health, after fhe had earneſtly ſought the Lord for ha 
” Heip, ſhe went to hear a Sermon, which ſhe hop'dſWher 
would be ſome further Relief to her; it pleas'd God to Nen 
= i : direct the Miniſter “ for that time to W-d / 
11 * Dr. Williams. Pſal. 62. 5. My Soul, wait thou only The 
[it 7 upon God, for my Expectation is from ee a 
| vim. The Doctrine was, That it is the Duty of Chriſti- Witter 
ens in all their greateſt Troubles, patiently to wait upon God, Po: 
and zo expect Deliverance from him out of their Troubles in] 
| | bis 
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oorn time. This was ſo ſuitable and comfortable a 
5 Vord, that 7 45 ſhe adds) it Was as a Cordial, that did 1 


e, 

Ne 55:4 Soul and Body too; J came home, and was no 
ry {&:r: jad. Ob that my Soul might not eaſily forget ſuch great 
ch vg -hindneſs from the Lord, bur that J may be encourgs 


Hollow on 10 ſeek the Lord, and that ſuch Experiences 
„ 4 45 Food to my Faith for the future. She who was 
15 exe rCis d in the School of Patience, found it need- 
to have the Deſcription of Patience always before 


3od Mer, which is among the Paſſages ſhe had pick'd up in 
led Fading, and written down for her own uſe. Patience 
7ife a ſabmitting, ſedate, calm Frame of Spirit, whereby a 


riſtian, from Goſpel Grounds, is born up under all its 
oubies, and born thro all his Duty. Heis a patient Chri- 
ian, that is as much a Chriſtian in a Storm as in a Calm, 
at can pray, believe, love and bleſs God, follow God, and 

* bis Way, when be [mites as when he ſmiles. _ 
Ic is not likely that a Perſon of ſuch a Frame and 
I-mper as this, of ſo much Self-Obſervation, Faith 
d Patience, mixed with ſo much Humilicy and Ten- 
rneſs of Spirit, ſhould die otherwiſe than as ſhe thus 
d; ſhe uſed the ſame Principles as to her laſt Con- 


„as ſhe had been accuſtom'd to in thoſe that went 
that More, ſeveral of which, I doubt not at all, were 
„ her much harder to be born, than her Death it ſelf. 


er Tabernacle was taken down all on a ſudden; ſhe - 
s well, ſhe was diſcourſing with ſome Friends, con- 
ning the late ſuddain Deaths of ſeveral Perſons in 
rich, Ws City, and ſhe was ſeiz d all of a ſuddain, and be- 
her ue her ſelf, an Inſtance of that very ſuddain Dying 
| for had been diſcourſing of. Making this Remark up- 
op d her own ſuddain Death, As for dying, I am not much 
ern d, I hope my Work is not now to do, I could wiſh only 
ad finiſh*d or ſettled ſome Affair. by 
hey who are the beſt prepar'd both as to a ſafe 
te and comfortable Frame, may yet have ſome little 
riſti- Ntters they could wiſh better order'd, and in a bet- 
Gd, Poſture to be left. There are few that have * 


much Wiſdom, and ſo ſteddy a Management, in . 
conſtant View of Death, as to have nothing at all 
this Nature to defire when they are ſurpriz d; but hal 
py are they notwithſtanding, that have left nothy 
of that kind undone, as ſhould hinder their ſayi 
with this good Perſon, I am not afraid of dying; or wi 
David, Alths' my Houſe be not ſo with God, yet bath 
made with me an everlaſting Covenant, well order'd in 
things, and ſure, this is all my Salvation, and all my Hy 
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£ hi- Miniſterial Office; wherein the Importan 
| Difficulty, Nature and Neceflity of that Of 
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tion of Mr. S. Wright. By Daniel Williams, D. D. 
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